
 

About Vamizi Island 

The History of Vamizi  
The original visionaries of this conservation project first visited the Quirimbas Archipelago in  Northern 
Mozambique in 1998. They believed this undeveloped - and then unprotected - area to be of huge 
natural significance as a terrestrial and marine wildlife sanctuary not only for Mozambique  but for the 
whole of East Africa.  In 2001 they went on to secure the Maluane    Concession, a group of three  
islands of which Vamizi is the largest.  Thus the Maluane Project was conceived, and has since been 
supporting and funding the development of this concession.  
The primary aim of the project was to combine tourism with wildlife conservation and community    
development to protect this unspoilt area in the Indian Ocean.   
 

 
The development of Vamizi Island for up-market eco tourism was an extraordinary undertaking. There 
was no fresh water available on the island. There was no reasonable access beyond small local wooden 
boats and there were no roads beyond roughly cut tracks through the bush.   
However, despite adverse conditions and logistical challenges, Vamizi Island Lodge was opened in 
2005 and soon after visited by such luminaries as Nelson Mandela and Graca Machel.  Now ten years 
on Vamizi has a beautiful, barefoot luxury lodge, with 13 private villas, a desalination plant providing 
thousands of litres of fresh water a day, an airstrip suitable for single engined aircraft and the          
formation of a road, circumnavigating the island. 
It has taken extraordinary commitment and persistence but as one of the donors to this project says, 
“Vamizi Island is where we still have a chance to make a difference. You know, once you’ve seen  
Vamizi you become obsessed with saving it.” 
 

 
Vamizi Island and the seas around it harbour some of the most significant and endangered habitats 
and wildlife in the western Indian Ocean, with over 180 species of unbleached coral, and over 400 
species of reef fish.  
When the Maluane Project came to the area over a decade ago, there was great concern that this area 
would one day come under pressure from indiscriminate fishing and general population   pressures.  
Vamizi Island and the Maluane Project have a permanent conservation team that support various direct 
conservation activities to actively resist this threat.  
Besides a number of community initiatives, and day to day ocean surveillance, the team is also at work 
on the ocean and forest floor.  
  
Current activities include: Turtle monitoring, reporting illegal activities of industrial long-line fishing,    
in-depth marine surveys, clearing reefs and bush of invasive species, a low level whale  research     
programme, a dolphin research programme, a PhD study on the impact of the diving  tourism in the 
local communities. 
Through continued donations and a conservation fee charged to every guest, the Maluane Project    
continues to support marine research, community outreach and direct conservation initiatives. 
The Maluane Project is all about the preservation of Vamizi’s remote wilderness. It is hoped that by the 
use of responsible tourism to provide funding and to conserve and raise awareness of this               
extraordinary undertaking, Vamizi Island and its environs will remain as unspoilt and beautiful for many       
generations to come. 
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Island Information 

Location Vamizi Island lies just off the coast of northern Mozambique in the Quirimbas   
Archipelago. The Archipelago is made up of 32 coral islands and stretched for 100 
kilometres along the coast from Pemba to the Rovuma River, the natural border 
between Mozambique and Tanzania. Vamizi Island is 12 kilometres long and 2 
kilometres wide. 
 

Time zone Vamizi Island local time is the same as Dar es Salaam, Tanzania (GMT + 3 hrs) 
Pemba and the rest of Mozambique is 1 hour behind Vamizi Island (GMT + 2 hrs). 
  

Setting Vamizi Island is surrounded by clear, bright turquoise and blue water, abundant 
with marine life and unbleached, untouched coral reefs. The main lodge ,situated 
on the north side of the island on the edge of thick coastal forests, looks out across 
a wide white beach onto the Indian Ocean beyond.  
 

Climate TEMPERATURE - Warmest months: October to April (monthly average 27 to 30 ºC) 
     - Coolest months: June to August (monthly average 21 to 25 ºC) 
 
RAINY SEASON – January to March: Vamizi is a low– lying, offshore island and is    
                            not affected by the long rains as the mainland. 
 
WINDS - April to November: predominantly SW, S and SE. 
  - December to March: predominantly NE and E and can be strong. 
 
WATER TEMPERATURE - Maximum: January to March (26 to 28 ºC) 
       - Minimum: July to September (21 to 25 ºC) 
 

 
Health 

MALARIA - Vamizi Island is a low– risk malarial area, but it is recommended that 
anti– malarial prophylactics be taken for travel in Mozambique and surrounding 
areas.  
 
All guests are advised to check with their own doctor or travel clinic for advice  
before their date of travel to ensure that all vaccinations and medical certificates 
are valid. All guests are required to have their own medical and  evacuation      
insurance. 
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Island Information 

Facilities at 
the Lodge 

RESTAURANT - The main dining room is situated on the beach; private dining can 
also be organised in the sunset lounge on request. 
 
MUNTU NKULU - Beach dining is also available  on request, subject to weather. 
Situated on the estuary on the south side of the island (about a 5 minute drive 
away), Muntu Nkulu is a picnic– style restaurant, (meaning Big River in the local 
Kimwani dialect).  
 
COMMUNICATIONS & INTERNET - There is wireless internet access in the office at 
the main lodge and a laptop is available for guests’ use. There is also cell phone 
coverage for some networks, although this is restricted to the main lodge area.  
 
We would ask that you please use discretion when using your cell phone in public 
areas. 
 
BABYSITTING -  Available on request. 

 

What to bring From October to April, the temperatures are over 30 ºC. From May to September, 
the daytime temperatures are still hot, but a light sweater may be required in the 
evenings. The rainy season is from December to March, although it is rare that it 
rains all day. 
 
SUGGESTED PACKING LIST:  
 

  Lightweight cotton shirts/ t-shirts 
 Long– sleeved shirts for fishermen 
 Swimwear and kikoi (sarong) 
 Smart casual wear for the evenings 
 Beach shoes/ sandals 
 Strong sunblock 
 Hat and sunglasses 
 Binoculars for bird watchers 
 Medical certificates and PADI log books for divers 

 
Straw hats and kikois (traditional sarongs) are provided in each villa. 

 

CONTACT US:  
 
Tel: +44 (0) 1285 762217 
Emergency  Tel: +44 (0) 7825 413 205 
Fax: +44 (0) 1285 762210 
Email: reservations@vamizi.com 
Website: www.vamizi.com 

 
 

Vamizi Island Head Office, 
Pinbury Park, Cirencester, Gloucestershire  GL7 7LG,  

United Kingdom 



 

Causing a commotion in the Indian Ocean  

Move over the Maldives and Mauritius… there is a new player in Indian Ocean luxury and it’s coming in 

the form of a rather unique Mozambique. 

Something of a hidden gem, this sparkling coastline has only been visited so far by ‘those in the know’. Pow-

der white sands and azure blue seas abound, but this time it’s less manicured, more remote feeling, and 

even a little adventurous. 

What this new Indian Ocean alternative is offering is summed up by incredible Vamizi Island. Billowing white 

muslins drape enormous beds, the gentle sea breeze whispers through pretty latticed windows and vast 

decks surround Robinson Crusoe villas scattered with deep sofas, colonial style chairs and cushion covered 

day beds… 

The beaches are your own, the diving is to die for, deep sea fishing is unrivalled and the privacy is quite 

spectacular. 

No rows of over water bungalows or ‘carefully hidden’ neighbours at Vamizi Island... the villas are 70 metres 

apart, absolutely private and with the company of weaver birds working over head and monkeys gamboling 

in front of your villa you will never feel lonely. 

Vamizi Island, like most luxury African lodges is also fully inclusive except for scuba diving and deep sea fish-

ing, so unlike other Indian Ocean destinations you will not face an extras bill at the end of your holiday. 

So if you are looking for Indian Ocean luxury, beaches and seas, a two hour time change, no extras bill and 

something a little different look no further than magical Mozambique.. 

Original Travel are offering  6 nights at Vamizi, 1 night at Oyster Bay from £3475 per person for fully 

inclusive accommodation and international and domestic flights and transfers. For reservations please 

call Original Travel on 0207 591 0300 or visit www. originaltravel.co.uk. 
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Dive in… 

…to the Indian Ocean’s most precious hidden secret… 

In the Northern reaches of Mozambique’s mesmerizing coastline, lies the very special Vamizi Island 

where 13 Robinson Crusoe villas nestle over 70 metres apart in the lush undergrowth.  However, to 

simply experience the icing sugar beaches and luxurious, airy villas during your stay would be to just 

scratch the surface of this spectacular destination.  

It is when you take a deep breath and dive in that the adventure really begins…some of the world’s 

most spectacular unbleached coral provides the backdrop to a dazzling kaleidoscope of colour as fish 

in their thousands swirl around you and whales breach over head.  

There is diving for every level here but to mention Vamizi Island without Neptune’s Arm would be to 

withhold one of the greatest secrets of the diving world. Named as ‘one of the top ten dive sites on 

the planet’, this is an underwater island whose surface starts about 8 metres below the water and of-

fers canyons teaming with reef sharks, hundreds of snappers, potato bass and a myriad of tropical 

reef fish appearing in such dense masses that they take on the appearance of glorious darting clouds 

swirling over head. 

Vamizi Island offers the 2 day PADI Scuba diver course, the 3.5 day PADI Open Water qualification or 

for those who are already proficient divers there are the full range of specialist courses on offer.  

Dive In Style, part of Original Travel offers seven nights on an all-inclusive basis including inter-

national and domestic flights and a free dive from £3,450 per person. For further information 

and reservations please contact Dive In Style on 0207 978 0505 or visit www.diveinstyle.com 
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Let your little monkeys play with our monkeys at magical Vamizi Island 

Your little Robinson Crusoe will never forget a week at luxurious Vamizi Island.. landing on the bumpy 

airstrip in a private 8 seater plane is enough of an adventure in itself! The jeep ride across the island to 

Vamizi is almost as exciting again.  

The two family villas are vast, with two wonderful double (or even triple) bedrooms either side of a cen-

tral decked lounge area with huge day beds, plenty of shade and lots of wildlife to look at… monkeys, 

hermit crabs, coconut crabs and weaver birds play in front of the room.   

The gently shelving beach with endless shallows for children to paddle in, gives way to the watery ele-

ment of this family paradise. Kayaks, sailboats, snorkeling, diving and fishing are available for children 

and with sightings of dolphins, whales and flying fish visible from the shore the wonder of this inspiring 

place will burn long in their memories 

Keeping your little darlings entertained does not however mean that parents must scrimp on luxury.. vast 

muslin draped beds, mouthwatering food, baby sitters and sensational, yet incredibly private villas all 

mean that parents and children alike will experience an unforgettable holiday in this magical corner of 

Mozambique.  

Scott Dunn offers 6 nights at Vamizi from £3,320 per adult and £2,065 per child based on two adults and 

two children sharing a family villa on a fully inclusive basis and 1 night at Oyster Bay on a full board basis 

including all flights and transfers. For further information and reservations please call Scott Dunn on 

0208 682 5470 or visit www.scottdunn.com 

 

If you would like more information or images of Vamizi Island please visit www.vamizi.com or call Lucy 

Fleming PR on 0207 731 2252 or e-mail lucy@lucyflemingpr.co.uk. 
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